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I am a New Year’s Resolution person, though I freely admit to having the same resolution
the last few years, namely getting in better shape and losing some weight. Still I think it is
very helpful for us all to consider our goals for the future and how we can achieve them. If
we don’t know where we are trying to go (hopefully guided fully by Jesus) we won’t get any
further. And, I think it’s important to remember than even if we don’t achieve our goals
fully (maybe we didn’t lose the 20 pounds in 2019) if we didn’t move in the opposite
direction that is still healthy. I remember a line from the Disney movie I saw several times
as a kid “Son of Flubber,” in the movie a character says, “even if you fall flat on your face at
least you are headed in the right direction.” I like that attitude - the important thing is to
seek the brighter future God wishes for us all, and to move towards it rather than just
spinning our wheels.
One of my goals is to get to know our community better, through forming relationships. I
will have a chance to be a blessing to others in some way (with God guiding me). I might
have opportunities to invite people to join us in our ministry here in our congregation, and I
might have opportunities to get to know more people who our congregation can partner
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with to benefit our community. I don’t know what the future will hold, but I want to seek to
be a better pastor to this whole village and lead our church into being a better church for
our whole community.

January 2020
Pastor Jeremiah’s Hours: Mon 8:30-10:15am., Tues 8:30-Noon, Wed 8:15-11am
Vickes Hours 8-NOON, M,W,Th

So in this resolution Spirit, I want to build on the resolutions I talked about last month in my
newsletter article, I want to try three things starting in the month of January that I hope will
help us as a congregation and me as a pastor reach out to our village more.
1. I want to get back to having Coffee with the Pastor (usually twice a month, but
sadly that won’t happen in January, due to a district workshop I need to lead on
January 25. But please join us at Martha’s Restaurant on January 11th, at 8:30 a.m.
2. Malta Game Night: On Saturday January 25, from 6:00-10:00 PM we will have a
game night! What’s a game night? It’s a chance to play games with others and all
ages invited. We will have a table (or two depending on interest) for things like
cards, dominoes, scrabble, board games of all sorts, even roleplaying games. So,
come have fun and hopefully make a new friend as we seek to invite all the gamers
in the village. We will also have snacks 😊. Would you be willing to bring some
snacks, or your favorite game?(Our goal is to help more people in our community
connect with each other in positive ways. Join us, and help if you can!
3. Pastor on Tap: On Monday January 27, I am going to try an experiment for a couple
of months. From 5:30-7:30, I am going to go spend some time at Remington’s Bar
& Grill downtown, and invite anyone interested to join me to talk about life, faith,
sports, and whatever. My hope is to get to know more people in our community.
It’s an experiment - it’s good to try new things.
So those are three things I plan to try this January in getting to know our community more
and build relationships. To be out there in ways so that I can be a blessing in some way, and
to make relationships that might lead to opportunities to invite more people into our faith
community. What are some things you can do to reach out to form relationships with more
people in our area and get to know our neighbors better? And these things you do might
also lead to chances to invite others into our church family!
Rev. Jeremiah Thompson, Pastor

January 2020

Sunday
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Epiphany
of the Lord
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12 1st Sunday after
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8
Prayer Group
630pm
Choir Practice
7pm

9
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4H
6:30pm

Cub Scouts
6:30pm

11
Breakfast for All at
Martha’s 8:30am
with Pastor

15
Prayer Meeting
6:30pm
Choir Practice
7pm

16
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22
Prayer Meeting
6:30 pm
Choir Practice
7pm

23

29
Prayer Meeting
6:30 pm
Choir Practice
7pm

30

18

Cub Scouts
6:30pm

24

25
Leadership Retreat
at Dixon UMC 9-1
Game Night
6-10pm

31

This beautiful wreath was made by Annika Anderson’s
mother, Terri Isabel, in appreciation for all the prayers
she received from Malta UMC when she was sick.
Praise God she is doing much better.
It is hanging as you go down the stairs from the Narthex.
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District Laity Training: January 25, 2020
at Dixon First UMC from 8:30-2:30 p.m.
Our district is sponsoring a leadership training day for all lay people in our
district. There will be workshops about congregational leadership,
communicating better to our communities, even reaching out to our
increasingly diverse (in age, back grounds, and more) communities (that one
will be led by pastor Jeremiah), and more. If you’d like to learn, grow, and
worship with our siblings in Christ from other churches, join us. Pastor is going,
he can even give you a ride. If interested please contact him at 815-592-3764,
or castiger1@gmail.com.
Preregistration is $15 / $20 at the door.
_________________________________________________________________________

I would like to THANK the Malta UMC and Malta Lions
Club for their wonderful gifts, thoughtfulness, and caring
over the Holidays. It was greatly appreciated and heartfelt.
I am deeply grateful for my church family and the Malta
Lions Club for thinking of me.
Janice Frye
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SALVATION ARMY FOOD PANTRY
You can bring “Non-Perishable Food” to the Malta United Methodist Church
anytime throughout the year and place it in the box in the Narthex marked
“Food Pantry” for the Salvation Army. They appreciate all you give them.
__________________________________________

Calvary Lutheran Church
Thank you to those who attended our Community Thanksgiving Service on
Sunday, November 24th . Thank you to the choirs and to all the Pastors who
participated. The fellowship after worship was enjoyed with many delicious
pies. Thank you to all who brought them. It was a wonderful time and we
were able to come together to give God the glory.
Rev. Martha Uecker Nelson

___________________________________________________________

THANK YOU to ALL the “Wondering Carolers”
who came out to spread joy around the Malta Community
with their voices on December 15th . A beautiful and joyful
day to all the people you touched. Also, thank you to those
who made the soup and furnished something to go with it.

THANK YOU to all who helped with the

“HANGING OF THE GREENS”
on November 30th.
You did an awesome job – the church looks beautiful!
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SALVATION ARMY ANGEL TREE
THANK YOU to everyone who contributed this year to the Salvation
Army Angel Tree. Your donation surely helped many local families
provide Christmas gifts for their children. Although I don’t know statistics for 2019, in
2018 the Salvation Army was able to serve more than 1500 children through the Angel
Tree Program. Bless you all for your generous giving.

COMMUNION MINISTERS
1/5 Tom Plote & Ed Cheek
1st

Molly Heins Doughty

6th

Ethan Fenstermaker

8th

Randy Boyden

14th

Jenny Plote
Becky Piquett

16th

Denny Heins

19th

Sydney Sandberg

23rd

Jason Hill

th

Dennis Abbott

26th

Sandy Schafer

27th

Troy Mattis
Rodney Engstrom

28th

Stephen Otto

25

BIRTHDAY BLESSINGS TO ALL

2020 WORSHIP SERVICE
ASSIGNMENTS
1/05 Liturgist: Denice McArtor
Greeters: Paul & Jamie Augustine
1/12 Liturgist: Jacque Fucilla
Greeter : Noel Arndt
1/19 Liturgist: Florence Butler
Greeters: Florence & Paul Butler
1/26 Liturgist: Tom Plote
Greeters: Hope Willrett & Gene Hickey

THANK

YOU!

The Cookie Walk was a GREAT SUCCESS!
Thank you to all who baked cookies for our Cookie Walk. Our cookie
selection was bigger and more beautiful than ever! Just another example of
the wonderful bakers we have in our church.
A special thanks to all those who “walked” at our Cookie Walk and
purchased cookies. With everyone’s support we again reached our goal
raising over $1000. Our profits will be used two ways-- buying gift cards
to add to Malta Lions Cheer boxes to be distributed in Malta on
December 21st, and to support our church General Fund.
THANK YOU again to all who baked and bought!
Sue Augustine, Chair
Membership Care Committee
I would also like to give special thanks to the members of my committee who
go above and beyond to bake and work at the Cookie Walk. Each member is a
special blessing. They are: Katie Fenstermaker, Vicke Heins, Mary Langley,
Rachel Rempfer, Vicky Vint, and Hope Willrett.
We also thank our special helpers – Larry Vint who runs our scale and takes
care of our accounting, and Danielle Rempfer and Katie Crouch who help
customers with cookie selection. We appreciate their help tremendously.
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CHILDREN’S CHRISTMaS pRogRaM

The Children’s Christmas Program on December 22nd, during our 9 a.m.
Worship Service was so much fun and lots of laugh’s along with congregation
participation. The children that participated were: Katie Crouch, Owen Fucilla,
Abiella Thompson, Owen Thompson, Elaina Anderson & McKinzie Anderson.
THEY ALL DID AN AWESOME JOB!!!!
We did the “12 Days of Christmas,” which you may think is a novelty
song – but, most scholars of the Catholic Church deem it a very important
surviving example of a time when the church needed to use codes to disguise
their teachings back in sixteenth-century of England. The church went
underground and to hide the important and illegal elements of their teaching,
clerics composed poems that seemed silly to most people, but these verses
were veiled works that taught the church’s most important tenets. Why were
the twelve days important? For Christians, the twelve days were a time of
rededication and renewal. It was also a period when small, simple, and usually
symbolic gifts were given to children. Thus, in both coded poems and in public
worship, the twelve days were considered a holy period.
A Big THANK YOU goes to JACQUE FUCILLA who brought it all together!!!!
Music by Nancy Plote and Jacque’s helpers were: Kitty Jouris,
Danielle Rempfer, Annika Anderson, and Vicke Heins.
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CHILDREN’S PROGRAM / December 22nd – “ THE 12 DaYS oF CHRISTMaS”

Cast: Missing Jacque Fucilla , Danielle Rempfer & Annika Anderson

AND THE

CHOIR’S CHRISTMAS CANTATA

–

“CHRISTMaS: I LoVE To TELL THE SToRY”

